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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Ray Scholl 

We had a great Board Meeting at Hi Mark in Lincoln and the weather was fantastic for the golf outing. There 
were 8 members and guests golfing but nobody is talking about scores!!!!  Thanks to those who were  able to 
make the meeting and it was great to see and visit with you again. I want to acknowledge Hi Mark for their 
super hospitality and providing the meeting space and beverages at no charge.  Their food was excellent. 
 
There were many informative reports given on problems encountered when trying to solve Taxpayer issues 
with Federal and State entities.  Other topics mentioned were types of audit issues and the problems             
encountered with taxpayers who did their own returns using various tax software programs on the market.  I 
feel that reporting on these various issues is important since everyone of us may not encounter the same issues.  
This gives us a way to know what is going on in different areas and maybe what to expect.  I realize  that we 
do not have the time at our Board Meetings to get deep into the issues but short reports are valuable. 
 
Congratulations to Eric for announcing his intentions to be a candidate for NSA District VII Governor.  He 
made his intentions known at the NSA Board of Directors meeting in Oklahoma City on May 28th thru 30th.  
Elections will be held at the NSA Convention in San Diego on August 12th thru 15th.    
 
Our current NSA Governor, Sharon Cook, is running for NSA 2nd Vice President.  I have agreed to take the 
NSA State Director position if elected at the NSA Convention.  Hmmm., what is retirement???!!! 
 
It appears that there will not be many NSIA members attending the NSA Convention in San Diego.  There 
were several “riding the fence” on this issue.  So if you decide to go, let Mandy, Eric or me know so you can 
be registered as one of the 3 NSIA delegates.  Even if you go as a Delegate at Large, please let us know. I    
believe we are allowed up to 9 delegates.  Information I have as of  now (1:17 p.m., June 12th), Eric, Lee and  
myself are going. Eric does not count as one of the three since he is State Director.  
 
Gear Up Tax Seminar brochure covers will hopefully look more attractive this year.  We are in discussions 
currently to make this happen.  Last year the cover made the brochure appear as junk mail and we don’t want 
that to happen again. 
 
Something a little new for the NSIA Annual Meeting in Norfolk.  The “Annual Meeting” will be three (3)
sessions.  The 1st session will be Tuesday evening,  2nd session will be Wednesday morning and the 3rd session 
will be Wednesday evening (banquet).  Since we always have the 2 required regular Board meetings 
(November & June), there is really no reason to have a regular meeting mixed with the Annual meeting.  We 
can still take care of any necessary business at the Annual meeting.  Please mark September 22, 23, and 24 on 
your calendars for the NSIA Annual Meeting and Seminar in Norfolk.  I’m looking forward to seeing you 
there.    
 
Have a super summer! 



LEGISLATURE REPORT 
By Ken Brauer 

NSA STATE DIRECTORS MESSAGE 
By Eric Hansen 

The 2009 Legislative Session was again a busy one, 
but they were actually able to adjourn early.  There 
may be a number of reasons why the State Senators 
were able to accomplish as much as they did this   
session.  The fact that many of the State Senators now 
serving have minimal experience in the Legislature 
may be both good and bad.  A fresh perspective on 
the issues is always good.  But we also need to be 
sure that the final vote on any issue is being made 
based on complete and accurate information.  That is 
why I am again urging our members to increase our 
communication and involvement with our State  
Senators.  We need to assist them in providing our 
thoughts, ideas, and any useful information about 
various issues on which they will be voting. 
 
With many of us being very frustrated with politics 
and the political system, it is now more important 
than ever before that we get involved at the State and 
local level.  As members of NSIA, we need to be sure 
that the State Senators have an understanding of the 
issues that concern us in protecting our right to    
practice as independent accountants and tax           
preparers.  We also owe it to our clients to be aware 
of the issues that can impact them.  NSIA, as well as 
the National Society of Accountants, has been    
monitoring legislative activities for years but we need 
your help now more than ever.  Included in this 
newsletter is a Legislative Contacts form.  Please 
fill it out as soon as possible and send it to Bill 
Mueller, Lobbyist for NSIA.   This will assist us in 
building relationships with State Senators and       
provide a link to get information to them when 
needed. 
 
If anyone is interested in helping to monitor the   
Legislature or the State Board of Accountancy, please 
c o n t a c t  m e  a t  4 0 2 - 4 8 8 - 2 4 0 0  o r                               
kenbrauer@windstream.net.  Any assistance or      
information you can provide will be helping your 
business, your clients, and your fellow members. 

State Legislators Kept Busy in 2009 -  
They Need Our Input 

I have been fortunate to be the Nebraska State       
Director (SD) for six plus years and truly enjoy the 
position. I have met new friends at NSIA seminars 
and at NSA national meetings and conferences as 
your SD. But NSA State Directors normally serve 
two two-year terms.  It is time for fresh ideas, new 
visions and time for me to step aside.  
 
For the past year-and-a-half Ray Scholl has served as 
Associate State Director and has done so very well. 
At the last NSIA Board meeting we unanimously 
voted to support and recommend Ray as our next  
Nebraska State Director.  I admire Ray’s abilities to 
listen and work with others, follow when needed and 
function as a leader. He will do a great job and      
represent NSA and Nebraska at a extremely high 
level. I am forwarding his name to our District VII 
Governor Sharon Cook.  
 
I do not plan to sit on the sidelines.  At the recent 
NSA Board of Governors meeting in Oklahoma City 
I announced my intentions to run for the NSA District 
VII Governor position. If elected I would not only 
represent Nebraska but also Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, 
Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota. As our 
economy twists in the wind, as legislation is brewing 
to further regulate tax preparers and as important   
issues local and national surface regularly, NSA must 
be vigilant and careful to protect practitioners now 
but also have a positive vision of future possibilities.  
 
I would say the NSA Governor’s job description 
could read, “… needs the ability to be cautious and 
practical, and at the same time remain open and ready 
for new opportunities.”  NSA is an organization    
positioned to do great things for all practitioners. That 
is exciting and why I would very much like to be a 
part of the process. I would sure appreciate your    
support at the NSA annual meeting this August in 
San Diego.  
 
So, I guess this message is a heartfelt Goodbye and 
hopeful Hello!  Here’s a big thank you to all NSIA 
and NSA members who made my term serving as 
your State Director an honor.  



Proposed change to the Articles of Incorporation of 
the Nebraska Society of Independent Accountants to 
be presented and voted on at the organization’s    
Annual Meeting on September 23, 2009, in Norfolk, 
NE.  This is to change the principal location from 
Holdrege to Stromsburg. 
 
Article II 
 
PRINCIPAL LOCATION 
 
The principal office is located in the City of    
Stromsburg, Nebraska.(Amended 9/12/2009) 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REPORT 
By Mandy David 
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It was great to see everyone that was able to attend 
our June board meeting in Lincoln. The weather was 
good, the food was good and the discussions were 
good. 
 
I am currently working on the brochures for the    
September farm seminar held in Norfolk. The      
brochures will be mailed out late July or early      
August. Also in the next newsletter we will have a 
registration form for our annual meeting and tax 
seminar. Jeff Bring has lined up some great speakers 
for us. NSIA will have an ethics presentation along 
with speakers from the IRS and Nebraska             
Department of Revenue. 
 
NSIA will again be advertising for Quickfinder and 
The Tax Book. The registration forms are in this 
newsletter. Please use these forms as they have our 
discount code numbers on them. This way the     
commission comes back to NSIA! 
 
Thanks for supporting NSIA and I hope everyone 
has a great summer and a Happy 4th of July! 

IR-2009-57   
 
IRS Commissioner, Doug Shulman announced June 
4, 2009 he will deliver a comprehensive set of       
recommendations to help the IRS better leverage the 
tax return preparer community with the twin goals of 
increasing taxpayer compliance and ensuring       
uniform and high ethical standards of conduct for 
tax preparers by the end of 2009.  
 
Potential recommendations include a new model for 
the regulation of tax return preparers, service and 
outreach for preparers, education and training       
requirements of preparers, and enforcement of      
preparer misconduct. Commissioner Shulman’s    
recommendations will go the Treasury Secretary and 
President Obama.  
 
Tax return preparers help Americans with one of 
their biggest financial transactions each year. We 
must ensure that all preparers are ethical, provide 
good service, and are qualified.�  Shulman said. The 
fact-finding part this endeavor will include receiving 
input from EAs, lawyers, accountants, unlicensed 
tax preparers, software vendors, consumer groups, 
and taxpayers.  
 
Later this year, the IRS plans to hold a number of 
open meetings in Washington and around the     
country.  

Recommendations to Improve Tax  
Return Preparer Compliance  

Expected by Year End  
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FORWARDING & ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

President Ray Scholl 402-462-9532 
 

1st Vice President Dawn Liphardt 402-416-5906 
 

2nd Vice President         Stephen Douglas       308-382-6082 
  

Secretary Eric Hansen 402-333-1323 
 

Treasurer Jon Tonniges 402-747-3381 
 

Executive Secretary & Mandy David  
Publications & Promotion         402-764-2314 
  

NSA State Director Eric Hansen 402-333-1323 
 

Director District 1 Harvey Breasch 402-896-5191 
 

Director District 2 Larry Heyen 402-761-2726 
 

Director District  3 Randy Straatmann 308-236-7720 
 

Director District 4 (position open) 
 

Directors-at-Large           Ken Brauer        402-488-2400 
  Jeff Bring 402-466-8000 
  Carol Child 308-282-0842 
  Mandy David 402-764-2314 
  Jamie Douglas 308-382-6082 
  Leota Janousek 402-421-6878 
  Scott Masek 402-564-7138  
  Donna Trompke 308-745-1576 
   

Legislative Ken Brauer 402-488-2400 
 

Seminars & CPE Jeff Bring 402-466-8000 
 

Constitutional By-laws Ray Scholl 402-462-9532 
 

Past President Advisory Cindy Buller        402-896-5191 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2009: 
 
 
August 12-15  NSA National Convention 
   San Diego, California 
 
 
September 23  NSIA Annual Meeting 
September 24  Andy Biebl Farm Seminar 
   Divots Conference Center 
   Norfolk, NE 
 
 
November 5-6  Gear-Up 1040 Seminar 
   Downtown Holiday Inn 
   Lincoln, NE 

We are just a click away!  
Please visit www.nebsia.com 


